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Inmates at Cumberland County Jail
Hear Message of Victory & Hope
Inmates at Cumberland County Jail 

in Portland recently heard from two 
former addicts who have found free-
dom from drugs and alcohol through 
a life-saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ.

The men, now staff members 
at Teen Challenge, a Christian 
recovery ministry, shared their 
stories during a Bible study 
sponsored by the Bible Society of 
Maine.

Bound
But Set Free
John Wilsey is originally from 

Brockton, Massachusetts. He 
was bound by drugs and alcohol 
for 20 years. John came through the 
doors of Teen Challenge-Brockton in 
1999 from jail. He completed the pro-
gram and answered the call from God 
to continue to reach out to those who 
were also bound. 

Free from drugs and alcohol for over 
two decades and a new creation in 
Christ, today John serves in the Ad-
missions Department at Teen Chal-
lenge Maine. Involved in prison/jail 
ministry, he serves on the End Ad-
diction Team reaching out to the lost 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

JAIL MINISTRY
-  Working with Teen Challenge, 
Chaplain Jeff and CCJ staff for place-
ments at addiction recovery center.

- To date for 2019, ministering to 
more than 200 individual inmates 
(one or more impressions for the 
gospel) in their cell block. 

-  Beginning in the fall, reaching out 
to local Greater Portland pastors and 
associates to “come on board” for jail 
ministry at CCJ.

continued on back page

Forever
Grateful
Jamie Peabody lived years abusing 

himself with alcohol. 
 “Before coming to the Lord, I was 

a hopeless alcoholic with countless 
failed attempts at sobriety,” he shared.

He gave his life to the Lord in 2010 
and it has been a major turnaround. 
The  Lord has blessed him with a wife 
and an opportunity to work full time 
in the ministry of Teen Challenge. 

“I can talk to the residents everyday 
about the goodness of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I will be forever 
grateful for what the Lord has done 
for me,” explained Jamie.

A Welcomed
Message
“The men in the room that after-

noon heard a message that can change 
their lives,” observed Rev. Jim Duran, 
BSM’s executive director, who was 
part of the testimonial gathering.

“We trust that God’s Spirit will do 
the work needed to draw them to the 
liberty that is found only in Christ Je-
sus.”

The Bible Society of Maine seeks 
to form more partnerships with 
like-minded ministries, such as Teen 
Challenge, which are on the front 
lines of the battle for the souls of men 
and women. ##

BSM - 
Working to Make

a Difference
Following are some of the ministry 
projects we are involved with in 2019.



Bible Society of Maine
105 Harris Ave.
Portland, ME 04103

Come With Us This Fall!

We will walk along the majestic Eastern 
Promenade Trail coastline to the Maine 

State Pier, and back, to raise funds for the 
Bible Society of Maine. 

We provide Bibles, Bible Studies and related 
literature, free-of-charge, to men and women 
in our Armed Forces, inmates in our Maine 
prisons and jails, immigrants and to those 

suffering on the streets of Portland 
and beyond.

  Donations may be made the day of the Walkathon or mailed in advance to 
Bible Society of Maine, 105 Harris Ave., Portland, ME 04103.
  Make check to “Bible Society of Maine”. Questions?? 
  Just email Jim at bibleme@maine.rr.com or call (207) 712-0282 (cell).

“Light Up the World” Walkathon 
Saturday, September 14, 2019

**1:00pm - Eastern Promenade, Fort Allen Park, Portland
** Please note location change: Meet at the Gazebo

Let’s Enjoy A Walk
Together!

- ENGLISH SECOND LANGUAGE 
BIBLE EXPOSURE 
-  Opportunity in October to resume 
weekly, Bible-focused ESL classes at 
Salvation Army in Portland. 
- Continuing to support the ESL 
program as substitute teacher when 
needed. 

- YOUTH BIBLE ENGAGEMENT  
- Bible Basketball event held Satur-
day, May 11 at Riverton Community 
Center. Youth engaged in Bible verse 
memorization and basketball fun. 
More to come.

- Started a pilot program with im-
migrant families and children en-
couraging consistent daily/weekly 
engagement with the Word of God. 
Currently working with 15 families 
(22 adults and 35 children).
Each week, throughout the sum-
mer,  we are emailing a new Bible 
Challenge Quiz, 10 fill-in-the-blanks 
verses, to be answered by the family 
during “family time.”
Our desire is that the head of the 
family will sit down during the week 
and talk about the verses.
Like when God commanded the chil-

dren of Israel:
“Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get 
up.” Deuteronomy 6:7

At the end of summer, early Fall, 
we hope to have a celebration with 
all the families that completed the 

8-week Challenge - Food, Fun, and 
Prizes!

UPCOMING EVENTS  
- Walkathon – Saturday, September 
14, 2019 

- 2019 Ark Encounter Trip 
September 17-21. 

BSM MAKING A DIFFERENCE,
from Page 1

For full details, day-by-day itinerary 
of this tour, please visit:

www.biblesocietyofmaine.org

Tuesday thru Saturday, Sept.17 thru Sept. 21
We Still Have Room For You!! 


